HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish Handbook

(Revised and Updated 2017 – Issued January 2018)

Contact:
Parish Priest: Fr Louis Rieunier
Parish Secretary: Ann Ruth – Office Hours – See weekly newsletter for Days/Times
The Presbytery
Dousland Road
Yelverton
PL20 6AZ

Tel: 01822 853171
yelverton@prcdtr.org.uk
louis.rieunier@prcdtr.org.uk*
(*for personal/confidential matters)
www.holycross.yelverton.org.uk

Times of Masses and services:
Masses:
Sundays: 9am & 10.30am
Weekday* Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri at 10am
Holy Days: 10am & 7pm.
*Subject to change. Please see weekly newsletter for further details.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: after all Masses or on reasonable
request.

Derriford Hospital Details:
You may wish to inform the hospital Chaplaincy team if you are
going into Hospital or if you know of anyone who is in hospital who would
appreciate a visit while in there.
Leave a message on 01752 245255 giving the patient’s name (and
Ward, if known), your name and telephone number and any other
information you think might help.
If it is urgent please call the Main Switchboard on 01752 202082 and
request contact with the Duty Chaplain.
There is Mass each Sunday in the hospital chapel at 4pm which
patients can attend, with help if necessary. Deacon Simon Fletcher is
the Catholic and lead Chaplain.
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Introduction

From time to time, it is good for us to ask the question: what is a parish?
Pope Francis has defined it in the following terms:
“The parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an
environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian
life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and
celebration. In all its activities the parish encourages and trains its
members to be evangelisers. It is a community of communities, a
sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their
journey, and a centre of constant missionary outreach.” Evangelii
Gaudium, n27-28.
The Holy Father’s dynamic vision of the parish provides us with a clear
steer as to the direction in which we should be travelling. This means
we are called to renew our personal commitment to Christ and along
with that our engagement in the life of our parish community. We are
also called to become confident evangelisers.
The contents of this handbook gives testimony to the vitality of our parish
community and seeks to be a useful resource to promote this even
more. I am happy to commend it to you with my thanks to all who
contributed to its revision and publication.

Fr Louis Rieunier
Parish Priest
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Liturgical Life
Simply stated, the liturgy is the divine worship in public. It is the work of
God for men and women before it becomes our response of
thanksgiving and supplication in divine worship. It is Christ who is the
“liturgist”, the “principal celebrant” of our divine worship. He has
accomplished the work of God for us: our redemption and glorification of
God. The great “liturgy” of Christ is the surrender of his life, the sacrifice
he offered the Father on the cross for us and our reconciliation.
The Eucharist
Every time the risen Lord celebrates the liturgy for us and with us, the
work of our redemption is accomplished. This is above all true of the
Eucharist, in which Christ offered himself, together with the Body of the
Church, to God the Father.
At the heart of the life of the Catholic Church has always been the
celebration of the Eucharist (the Mass). Taking part in the Mass is the
hallmark of the Catholic, central and crucial to our Catholic identity. The
Eucharist is the source and summit of the whole Christian life. It is the
vital centre of all that the Church is and does because at its heart is the
real presence of the crucified, risen and glorified Lord, continuing and
making available his saving work among us. The most holy Eucharist
holds within itself the whole spiritual treasure of the Church, namely
Christ himself, our Passover and living bread.

“When we go to Mass, maybe we arrive fve
minutes before, and we start talking with the
person beside me…but it is not tme to chit-chat,
it is the moment of silence to prepare for
dialogue. It is a tme to recollect one’s heart to
prepare for Jesus. But silence is so important.
This is, therefore, the greatest grace: to be able
to experience that the Mass and the Eucharist is
a privileged moment to be with Jesus and,
through him, with God, and with his brothers.”
(Pope Francis, General Audience, St Peter’s Square,
The Vatcan, 15th November 2017)
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The Sacraments
A sacrament is a sign perceptible by the senses. To be precise, it is a
symbolic action, made up of words and gestures, that effects what is
symbolizes. They are also a means of receiving God’s grace.
To take baptism as an example, it consists
essentially of pouring the blessed water three
times, together with the words and gestures of
the baptismal formula: I baptise you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. What is performed in the outward rite has
an inward effect: baptism effects what the
baptismal liturgy signifies: purification from sin
and rebirth to new life in Christ.
The Church teaches us that there are seven
sacraments, and that these were all instituted by
Jesus Christ our Lord:
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist (sacraments of initiation)
Reconciliation & Penance, Anointing of the Sick (sacraments of healing)
Matrimony, Holy Orders (sacraments of commitment)
Anointing of the sick
Christ often uses sensible signs in order to heal. He touches the sick
and lays his hands on them. In her contact with the sick, the Church
very early on developed a special rite of prayers and anointing with oil.
Just as Christ then touched and healed the sick, so he still does through
the sacrament of anointing of the sick.
This sacrament is intended for the gravely ill, and certainly near to the
point of death. It is also fitting to receive the sacrament just before a
serious operation.
The first grace of this sacrament is one of
strengthening, peace and courage to overcome the difficulties that go
with the condition of serious illness or the frailty of old age. It also
strengthens the person against the temptation to discouragement, and
anguish in the face of death. The grace of the sacrament is meant to
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lead the sick person to healing of the soul, but also of the body if this is
the will of God. This sacrament also brings the forgiveness of sins.
Only a priest can administer this sacrament. Please make use of this
sacrament if appropriate. Do not hesitate to approach Fr Louis if you feel
drawn to receive it.

Sunday, the Lord's Day
The Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Day and his Eucharist is at the heart of the Church’s
life. ‘Sunday is the day on which the paschal mystery is celebrated in light of the apostolic
tradition and is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church.
The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. For this
reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless
excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their
own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.
Participation in the communal celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of
belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to his Church. The faithful give witness by this
to their communion in faith and charity. Together they testify to God’s holiness and their
hope of salvation. They strengthen one another under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Catechism of the Catholic Church, n2177, 2181, 2182

Detail of Tabernacle Door
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Readers:
Lay people read at all our Masses. There is a rota for those reading at
the Sunday Masses and on special occasions such as during the Holy
Week services. During the week Readers help out when requested. All
of our Readers are encouraged to attend training events and Days of
Recollection.
If you would like to read at Mass, please let Fr Louis know.
Sue Walsh - Rota co-ordinator
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
These ministers are appointed by the Bishop on the recommendation of
the Parish Priest and administer Holy Communion at Mass and take
Holy Communion to the sick or housebound when required.
If you or a member of your family require Holy Communion at home you
must first contact the Parish Priest who will then arrange for an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion to visit on a regular basis
while needed.
The co-ordinators are:
Michael Hayes for Sunday 9am Mass
Sue Walsh
for Sunday 10.30am Mass
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are recommissioned each
year. It is a Safeguarding requirement that all these ministers who visit
the sick and vulnerable have been through the Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) process.
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Catholics are very aware that our church buildings are sacred places in which
our Lord is especially present in the Blessed Sacrament and reposed in the
tabernacle. The flickering flame of the sanctuary lamp always reminds us of this.
We always acknowledge this reality of his Real Presence whenever we genuflect
before the tabernacle as a sign of our reverence, and we conduct ourselves in an
appropriate manner. We respect the sacredness of this space and create an
environment of quietness especially before the celebration of the Eucharist to
allow ourselves and others to gather our thoughts and pray before the Blessed
Sacrament as we prepare for this celebration. We also dress appropriately and
modestly. For example, men remember to remove their hats and other head
coverings. These and other exterior signs give concrete expression to our
reverence for the Real Presence of the Lord at Holy Cross church.

Altar Servers:
Young and older people of the parish are most welcome to serve as altar
servers. Their patron is St Stephen, one of the deacons appointed by the
Apostles in the early days of the Church. He was the first Christian
martyr and he assisted the Apostles. After a period of serving and
training they can be enrolled as members of the Guild of St Stephen and
wear a bronze medal of the Guild. Those who have served for a longer
period wear a silver medal.
We like to welcome back former servers who return to the parish and
also young servers from other parishes – they are all Guild Members
together. (Those over 18 have to be DBS-checked).
Welcomers/Ushers:
St Paul instructed the assembled community to “welcome one another
as Christ welcomed you, to the glory of God” (Romans 15:7).
Every parishioner has a responsibility to make all who come to our
church feel welcome, especially visitors and new parishioners, and we
do so in an appropriately friendly manner. We all appreciate receiving a
warm welcome by a representative of the community when we attend
Mass in another church and to be acknowledged informally by their pew
neighbours. Welcome is vitally important and may be the deciding factor
whether the visitor returns to our church or the new parishioner remains
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a member of the parish community.
Some will have a specific ministry of welcome. These are our Ushers or
Welcomers. They will be the ones to greet people at the church door,
make sure they are provided with all the necessary books, music, Order
of Mass, and other necessary items, and help them find seating places if
needed.
If you have a particular need, please do not hesitate to ask a welcomer
or our Parish Priest.
Tea, coffee and biscuits are served after our 10.30am Mass on
Sunday, please do come and join us.
If you and/or your family would like to help with welcoming at our church
or serving tea or coffee, do please let us know.
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Music:
Despite the modest size of our parish, there is a limited musical liturgy at
Holy Cross that belies its size. Whilst there is the option for parishioners
and visitors to attend Mass at 9am on Sunday, which provides a more
limited, unaccompanied musical focus, 10.30am Masses on the 1st and
3rd Sundays of the month include a range of hymns (both traditional and
modern) supported by a dedicated instrumental group. The group also
play at other specific services in the liturgical calendar, especially during
the Easter and Christmas celebrations, and have even provided the
music at both marriage and baptismal celebrations on occasions.
The group consists of a number of guitarists, joined by fellow
parishioners who play the violin, keyboard, clarinet, cornet and
euphonium. Regular practices take place from 9.15am on the 1st and
3rd Sundays, before the 10.30am Mass, in the Upper Rooms. The
selection of music is carefully considered in advance to ensure that it
lends itself to the particular theme of the Mass, whilst the group now has
a sizable library of sheet music which continues to grow as it strives to
keep our musical choices fresh and relevant.
We are always keen to hear from any musicians in the Parish who feel
that they could help us out in any way - there need not be any long-term
or regular commitment. Children or beginners who feel that they might
like to play in the instrumental group are welcome too, though some at
very early stages of playing may struggle to keep up, and may just have
to play at practices until they (and we) think the moment is right to
release them on the world. We will do what we can to integrate these
enthusiastic players into the group.
For more information about the instrumental group, please feel free to
contact Danny Marks on 01752 790886 or Jan Marks on 01822 853873
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The Sacristy
The Sacristan is responsible for the quiet and efficient running of all
things in the Sacristy. The Sacristan prepares everything, setting up and
clearing away after Mass, Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals.
Preparation for all Masses takes about 45 minutes before and 30
minutes afterwards to clear up on Sundays. Time commitments vary
during the year.
The Sacristan ensures the adequate supply of wine, altar breads,
candles and other items as needed for our liturgical celebrations.
The Sacristan supervises the young Altar Servers, as required by the
Safeguarding directives, whilst they are preparing for Mass.
Currently, our Sacristans are Jilly Hemmings and Ann Ruth.
Flowers
Flowers reflect the beauty of God’s
creation. Our flower arrangers share a love
of flowers and a desire to enhance
our beautiful church and so glorify God.
Currently, there are two flower arrangers:
Fran Blackmore and Susan Tremlett who
meet each week, by mutual agreement.
Collections are made at Easter and
Christmas to enable us to purchase flowers
throughout the year.
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Church Cleaning
Volunteers maintain the church so that it always looks presentable for
Masses and other services. It is cleaned weekly. Those involved are:
Maeve Guly, Jo Murphy, Sarah Murray, Gill Lewis and Fran Blackmore.
Organisation: Currently, this is a one hour or so commitment every six
weeks. Some work singly, others in pairs and organise themselves on
their allocated week.
Spring cleaning: We try to organise an annual clean to deep clean
windows and paintwork.
Offers of help: There is always a need for volunteers and new recruits
would be welcomed with open arms! The frequency of the commitment
would be reduced if more people volunteered. If you are interested
please contact Gill Lewis on 01822 611059
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FORMATION
What opportunities do we have to deepen our Faith? In a parish like
Holy Cross we are more limited than a parish in a big city. Many of our
young people are unable to go to Catholic schools as their parents did.
For us the most important opportunities occur in our families, at our
Sunday Mass and in Catholic Schools* and schools with a Christian
approach.
*[For Catholic Schools within the Plymouth Deanery please see pages 30/31. NB Assistance with
Transport Costs may be available – see Fr. Louis]

1. In the home: encouraging prayers, morning and evening, and at
mealtimes, taking the opportunities that occur to talk about God and his
love for us. Perhaps, too, in helping children to be aware of the
message contained in the Word of God for the coming Sunday.
2. The Sunday Mass: How do we approach it? In a mad dash at the
last minute! Or calmly and happily! Entering Church -The House of
God, awareness of Our Lord’s presence in the Tabernacle.
3. Ministries: Musicians, Readers, Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion, Welcomers, etc. How do we prepare? Each of us
has a responsibility to set a good and reverential example.
Diocesan events are published in the newsletter and on the Notice
Board for those wanting to benefit from such opportunities.
The diocesan newspaper, Catholic South West, also gives details of
forthcoming events and book reviews.
Children and Young People at Holy Cross
Holy Cross is a family-centred parish and has a strong group of
catechists who support Liturgy, special services and preparation for the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion, and Confirmation. Our
aim is to work with Fr Louis to help and support all our young people on
their journey of faith.
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Each Sunday at the 10.30 am Mass (in term time) the children have their
own Liturgy during the Liturgy of the Word. All children under the age of
4 must be accompanied by a parent or carer.
People involved are: Children’s Liturgy Catechists: Mary Pike, Kate
Jackson and Sophia McColgan, Co-ordinator: Mary Pike
In January on a week-day the children begin their preparation for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Communion.
Our Teenagers are prepared for Confirmation by Francine Brooks and
Clare McNamara. The teenagers always seem to find this an inspiring
and exciting experience.
The Catechists also lead on:
Family Stations of the Cross – Good Friday
Children’s Nativity Service at Christmas
Additional services as requested
Parish Pastoral Council
The PPC, which is presided over by the Parish Priest is made up of
representatives of the parish community. Its primary function is to
collaborate actively and in a spirit of mutual service with the Parish Priest
in the development and planning of the pastoral care and apostolic
effectiveness of the parish, including missionary, catechetical and
apostolic initiatives and the promotion of doctrinal formation and the
sacramental life of the parish. The PPC Meets four times a year and
parishioners are invited to contribute to the Agenda.
Parish Pastoral Council Membership:
Fr Louis Rieunier (The Parish Priest presides over the PPC)
Dave Adams
Tony John
Fran Blackmore
Peter Murphy
Francine Brooks
Simon Murray
Philip Gasche
Mary Pike – Secretary
Maeve Guly
Susan Tremlett
Trevor Jackson – Chairman
Sue Walsh
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Holy Cross Relic encased in the Altar

Pastoral and Spiritual work:The St Vincent de Paul Society
The St. Vincent de Paul Society, also known as the SVP, is a voluntary
Christian organisation founded in 1833 by a group of young Christian lay
people. They wanted to put Christian charity into action through personto-person contact. The Society was established in England & Wales in
1844. The Society exists in 137 countries throughout the world, including
some of the poorest. The SVP is currently active in 1200 parishes across
England & Wales.
Holy Cross Conference’s core work is befriending by visiting the elderly,
the housebound and the sick. Our conference also provides financial
and prayerful support to our twinned conferences in the State of Kerala
in Southern India.
We also help out by members of our Conference partaking in
the Sunday afternoon rotas for taking patients at Derriford Hospital to the
Hospital’s Chapel for Sunday Mass.
Our Conference meets every four weeks in the church hall. Please
see parish newsletter for times and dates of meetings.
If you are interested in joining Holy Cross SVP Conference or would like
assistance or a visit from a member of our Conference please contact
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one of those named below. You will need to be cleared by the Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) if you are to become a member of the SVP.
Sudan Baby Feeding Appeal
We support the National SVP office in providing funds for baby feeding
centres in the Sudan, this is achieved by running a Christmas appeal for
Parishioners to donate instead of giving a present, and also allocating all
donations in the SVP box at the back of Church during the year to this
appeal.
Hospital Rota Team
This Parish provides a team that attends the 4.00pm Mass at Derriford
Hospital, other Parishes provide teams which means our turn is once
every 6 weeks. This entails bringing patients that wish to attend Mass
down from the wards either in wheelchairs or in their beds, training is
given by the hospital staff. More volunteers are always welcome.
Contact Ann Hewitt 01822 841158.
Parishioners who are members of Holy Cross SVP are:Tomás Savage (President), Michael Prout (Secretary), Michael Boon
(Treasurer), Patrick Grimley and Maeve Guly.
The Evangelisation Group
There is much misconception and fear about the term 'evangelisation'
among a number of Catholics. They tend to equate it with the
evangelical Christian tradition as displayed, for example, in the US 'Bible
Belt' and 'Bible Thumpers' and evangelical fundamentalists.
This is not what we mean when the Catholic Church speaks about
evangelisation. At its most basic, it simply means confidently sharing our
Catholic faith with others. We do not do this by getting up on soap
boxes on street corners and yelling at people to repent or be damned.
That is not our tradition and is generally counter-productive. Who today
is going to be attracted or persuaded by such hysterical fire and
brimstone theatrics? That certainly would not attract me to the Church.
Rather, if someone or something were able to effectively convey the
beauty of the faith, that would more than likely arouse interest, which is
precisely what happened to me and resulted in my happy return to the
faith.
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As a Catholic parish community, we are tasked with 'reaching out to
those no longer engaged in the life of the Church and connecting with
those who may never have thought seriously about God made visible in
Jesus Christ.
Many of us talk readily about our faith with others when asked. We also
strive to grow in confidence and ability, through prayer and action, to
initiate and proactively seek or act upon the opportunity to start
conversations about God, Jesus, our faith, prayer, as the Holy Spirit
inspires.
The parish Evangelisation Group aims to stimulate evangelising efforts.
It meets regularly to reflect on experiences of evangelisation, and
identifies what opportunities there are for going out and reaching out.
The Group meets once a month for about 90 minutes. The format of the
meeting is designed to encourage continual personal growth and, to this
end, time with Jesus exposed in the Blessed Sacrament.
Why not give the Group a try?
For more information, speak to Fr Louis or Francine Brooks.
The Martha Group
The Martha Group was set up many years ago as a successor to the
Holy Cross branch of the Catholic Women’s League (CWL). Its primary
purposes are:Discussion of matters of interest to Catholics locally, nationally and
internationally; prayer; fund-raising for nominated charities; providing
hospitality for parish events; participation in ecumenical activities in the
Yelverton area including Women’s World Day of Prayer; responding from
time to time to other requests for assistance from the Parish Priest
and/or the Parish Pastoral Council.
The Martha Group has an enviable reputation for dealing with an often
serious agenda in a spirit of good fun, companionship, and shared
purpose. Their charitable interests cross continents and their discussions
are often spirited and engaging. The Group’s commitment to organising
refreshments for a range of parish and ecumenical events is often
referred to as one of Holy Cross’s key assets.
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The Martha Group usually meets in the Church Hall on the first Tuesday
of the month after the 10am Mass, except in January and August.
Further details may be obtained from Barbara Edwards (Chair) 01822
852636 or Mary Pike (Secretary) 01822 855281.
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The Catenians

The Catenian Association
Strengthening family life
Through friendship and faith
We are


Catholic laymen who meet monthly to enjoy each other’s company
Active baptised Catholics



Inclusive



A world wide organisation



We do


Pray at meetings
Look after members and families in difficulty



Enjoy life with families and friends



Meet socially and draw support from other Catholic laymen with
similar values.



Become part of a close yet international community that offers
lifelong support and friendship to members and their families.



Mix socially with other likeminded Catholic laymen.



Enjoy interesting and varied social events for members and their
families.



Provide collective support for the church and clergy.



Receive spiritual and practical support in times of difficulty or need.



We meet locally
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Once a month at the Moorland Gardens Hotel, Yelverton for a
meeting and a meal
Socially with wives and families including quiz evenings, pub
lunches, golf, boules, barbeques, skittles, walks etc.

The monthly meeting provides a time for relaxed enjoyment among
supporting and faithful friends. If a Brother and his family have to
relocate for any reason, the spread of Catenian Circles will often provide
a ready-made and supportive Circle of friends. We are a Social Group of
like-minded Catholics. We are not fundraisers although we do have a
Bursary Fund to assist young people going on their gap years to do
good works and those visiting Lourdes and we have a Benevolent Fund
to assist our widows, orphans and those on hard times. To sum up the
Catenians it is FRIENDSHIP and FELLOWSHIP.
You must be and remain, a practising member of the Catholic Church.
Membership is for those over the age of 18 years.
How do I join?
If you would like to know more about becoming a Catenian, but do not
know a Catenian, please ask the following members who are part of our
congregation:
David Leah, Secretary 01752 217285, Mike Green, Mike Prout or ask Fr
Louis for more information
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ADMINISTRATION
Finance:
Canon Law requires every parish to have a Finance Committee. The
purpose of the Finance Committee is to act as a consultative body to
assist the Parish Priest in discharging his responsibilities for the financial
administration of the Parish in accordance with Canon Law, Diocesan
regulations and the requirements of the Charities Commission.
The Finance Committee prepares the annual budget, broadly based on
the previous year’s figures. The Finance Committee works closely with
the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC), to which responsibility for the
maintenance of the Church’s buildings and their contents has been
delegated. The Chairman of the PPC is an ex officio member of the
Finance Committee.
The Finance Committee comprises: the Parish Priest, and the Chairman
of the PPC (both ex officio) and three lay members of the Parish.
The lay members are appointed by the Parish Priest.
members are:

The current

Simon Murray (Chairman)
Lucy Hayes (Secretary)
Michael Boon (Treasurer)
Trevor Jackson (PPC Chair)
The Treasurer is responsible for maintaining an accurate record of all
transactions affecting Parish finances and is supported by the Parish
Secretary.
If you have any financial queries or financial recommendations relating
to the Parish, please contact a member of the Finance Committee.
Gift Aid
The tax claimed on Gift Aid monies is a valuable additional source of
income to our Parish.
If you are a tax payer the Parish can claim tax on all your donations.
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For example, £2.00 per week gives the parish £104.00 per annum; if Gift
Aided this becomes £124.80.
There is no need for long term commitment and you retain control over
how much you give each week. ALL giving is confidential and only the
Parish Priest, Gift Aid Officer and (in the case of standing orders) the
Treasurer know how much has been donated.
If you would consider Gift Aiding your giving, please contact Lucy Hayes
01822 853679 or email: knightstonetea@yahoo.co.uk

Counters of Collections
We currently have a team of 12 volunteer counters on the rota who
count in pairs once every 6 weeks. All have each other’s telephone
number so that swaps can easily be made. The job is carried out in
accordance with Diocesan guidelines which states that counters must
be over 18 and that two people from the same family are not permitted
to count together. Counters give up three-quarters to one hour of their
time each week after the 10.30am Mass on a Sunday which is of
great help and very much appreciated by the Parish.
The Counters’ rota is organised by Michael Boon.

Fundraising at Holy Cross
The Parish supports many charities, other organisations and causes.
Individuals and groups of the Parish organise and run events to raise
money.
An ongoing fundraising event for Parish funds is the Bonus Ball,
organised and run by Sue Walsh, bringing in an annual income in
excess of £1,100.
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Health & Safety
Diocesan reports of accidents and injuries, litigation and compensation
make chilling reading. Accidents happen, even when performing the
simplest of tasks and they have a way of involving other people. If Health
and Safety is ignored, people may suffer injury and litigation follows.
The PPC takes care to make the buildings and grounds at Holy Cross
safely accessible. However, Health and Safety is also the responsibility
of each and every one of us. Those who care for children and those of
us who are perhaps not as agile as once we were need to take particular
care.
Whilst actively encouraging volunteers to get involved and take on odd
jobs, we have to ensure that these tasks are carried out safely. Some
key points will help us all to keep our buildings, our parishioners and
visitors safe.
Our church grounds border a busy road, a hazard to the unwary, the
young and old alike. Ensure children are kept safe and under control.
We would politely remind parents that while they are on site they are
responsible for their children’s welfare. Please help us to ensure your
child is safe.
Beware of Fire Risks – inflammable material (jumble is a frequent culprit)
should not be stored in our buildings, especially in the boiler cupboard.
Turn off electrical equipment when not in use. There is a No Smoking
Policy in all of Holy Cross buildings.
Remember young people use our buildings. Hazardous substances
(bleach, cleaning fluid etc.) if required, must be stored safely and
securely.
A First Aid kit is located in the R/H cupboard in the kitchen in the church
hall.
Accident Book. If you are unfortunate enough to have an accident,
(however small) it must be recorded in the Accident Book located in the
R/H cupboard in the kitchen.
Evacuation We should all be familiar with the Fire Exits and evacuation
routes (they are marked) in our buildings. In the unlikelihood of having to
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evacuate, don’t panic but move safely to the assembly point in the car
park.
There is a No Smoking Policy in all the Church buildings.
Your Buildings and Health and Safety Rep is: Dave Adams
Safeguarding of Children & Vulnerable Adults
The Diocese is implementing the National Safeguarding policies through
the Safeguarding Commission which does this in the name of the
Bishop. The Plymouth Diocesan Safeguarding Office was set up in
response to the need to recognise this guiding principle in all that we do
with children and vulnerable adults. Our primary aim is to ensure that
worshipping communities are safe places where children, their parents,
and vulnerable adults have a positive experience of Church in which
they feel loved, accepted and safe.
Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator:
Robert Brown
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer:
Annette Burkinshaw
Episcopal Vicar for Safeguarding: Mgr Adrian Toffolo
Safeguarding Office, St Boniface House, Ashburton, Newton Abbot,
Devon, TQ13 7JL Phone: 01364 645430
The Parish Reps. have a special responsibility for promoting good and
safe practices in all activities involving children, young people and
vulnerable adults within the Parish. The Reps are the link between the
Parish and the Diocese and as such are in regular contact with the
Safeguarding Co-ordinator and Administrator for the Diocese. The Reps
attend training sessions and have a sound knowledge of the policies and
procedures and also who to contact. The Reps are involved in the
recruitment of people to roles within the Parish and have the
responsibility for facilitating the DBS* procedure at parish level and
ensuring that everybody who is required to go through the procedure
does so.
There is a Safeguarding board in the hall with newsletters and posters.
All Diocesan policies are available on request.
Parish Reps: Sue Walsh and Mike Green.
* Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
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Communications:
Visit the parish website for up-to-date information:
www.holycrossyelverton.org.uk
The
Parish
Newsletter
is
produced weekly and is available
on the Parish website. Items for
inclusion should reach the editor
by noon on Wednesday preceding
the next edition. This can be done
by phone or email.
Parish Noticeboards in the side
Porch for rotas and there are
pigeon holes for leaving notes for
fellow parishioners.
Around & About: A monthly
magazine focussing on the C of E
Churches
of
the
Yelverton
Benefice, Rock Methodist Church
and Holy Cross Catholic Church
and
containing
much
local
information/ news. It is available
by subscription.
To have an item included in an
edition contact Sue Walsh before
the deadline of the 12th of the
preceding month.
For any of the above contact:
Sue Walsh (svwalsh@hotmail.com) 01822 854118
Parish Representatives
Missio / APF (Red Box)
- Sue Walsh
AOS (Apostleship of the Sea) - Mary Ann Foster
CAFOD
- Fran Blackmore
Catenians
- David Leah, Mike Prout & Mike Green
Nazareth House Friends
- Sue Savage
Around & About Committee - Sue Walsh
SPUC
- Bob Edwards
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Appendix:
A Brief History of Holy Cross Church Yelverton
Before 1923, the few local Catholics attended Mass at either Tavistock,
the oratory at Buckland Abbey, or at St Anthony’s Convent established
in Crapstone in 1917. When the Poor Clares left Yelverton in 1922 to
take up residence at Sclerder Abbey in Cornwall, Catholics in the area
were once again left without a church or chapel.
With the generous help of Lord and Lady Seaton of Buckland Abbey, it
was decided to build a small chapel and presbytery in Yelverton for the
growing number of Catholic residents. A site on Princetown Road was
chosen over one on Tavistock Road.
The first structure was small and simple with an entrance where the
side door is today. The dedication of Holy Cross was probably marked
by a stained glass window donated by Lord and Lady Seaton with the
family motto of “A Cruce Salus” (Salvation through the Cross). This
window, now in the rear wall of the church, was probably originally
situated in the south wall above the altar. The Seatons and other
beneficiaries in the parish gave many other artefacts for use in the
chapel.

In 1928 works were undertaken to enlarge the chapel and create a
church. A new aisle was added on the south side and a tower with
battlements and a graceful spire was built over a new porch and door.
The north wall was demolished and rebuilt. The roof was stripped and
recovered with slates. The whole edifice was ultimately rebuilt with
solid stone taken from the quarries on Roborough Down and Buckfast
Abbey.
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A new presbytery was built during the time of Father (later Canon)
Costello after 1956 and the former presbytery now forms part of the
parish rooms. In 1976 Fr (later Monsignor) Hanley was appointed as
Parish Priest and under his auspices a second extension was
completed and general alterations and repairs carried out. The works
included an extension behind the altar, a new sacristy, the reopening
of the south door and a new confessional. A special Mass was
celebrated on December 16th 1978.

Our benefactors, Lord and Lady Seaton died in 1933 and 1937
respectively and are buried in the cemetery of Buckland Parish Church.
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Chronological list of priests
1917 – 1923
1924 – 1933
1933 – 1934
1934 – 1944
1944 – 1948
1948 – 1949
1949 – 1956
1948 – 1956
1956 – 1967
1967 – 1976
1976 – 1996
1996 – 2002
2002 – 2013
2013 –

Fr. B. L. Finnegan from Princetown (Dom Arnold OSB
relief priest).
Fr Frederick Biggs. First resident priest at Holy Cross.
Fr. Berger.
Fr. Maurice Castelli.
Fr. Edward O’Mahoney.
Fr. Ian Jones.
Canon Balment.
Fr. John Kinane – curate to Fr Jones and
Canon Balment.
Canon Walter Costello.
Fr. Daniel Donagher.
Mgr. Michael Hanley.
Fr. Terence Perkins.
Fr. Michael Cole.
Fr. Louis Rieunier

Our thanks to Margaret Davies for providing this summary from her
booklet A Cruce Salus.

New to the Parish?
Please help us to make you feel welcome. There are forms at the back
of the church. Why not fill one in telling Fr Louis about yourself and/ or
your family, what your needs are and how you might like to become
involved in helping in the Parish?
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Useful contact information:Parish Contact Details:Parish Council:
Fr L Rieunier

01822 853171

yelverton@prcdtr.org.uk

Francine Brooks

01822 855653

Francine@engagepd.com

Fran Blackmore

01822 854271

fran.blackmore@btinternet.com

Maeve Guly

01822 853712

mguly@aol.com

Tony John

01822 852172

agwj97@yahoo.co.uk

Mary Pike

01822 855281

mary-mike@thetors.eu

Sue Walsh

01822 854118

svwalsh@hotmail.com

Susan Tremlett

01822 841677

susan.tremlett@btinternet.com

Dave Adams

01822 614141

David.adams6@nhs.net

Peter Murphy

01822 852847

petemurph@aol.com

Simon Murray

01822 852173

mail@murrayco.eclipse.co.uk

Trevor Jackson

Other contact details:
Mike Green

magc.msrcc@gmail.com

Lucy Hayes

01822 853679

knightstonetea@yahoo.co.uk

Michael Boon

01822 855421

michael.boon@talktalk.net

Catholic Schools within the Plymouth Deanery
Primary:
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

01752 563185

The Cathedral School of St Mary

01752 265270

Holy Cross Catholic Primary School

01752 225420

Keyham Barton Catholic Primary School

01752 567684
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St Paul’s Catholic Primary School

01752 365459

St Peter’s Roman Catholic Primary School

01752 217010

Secondary Schools:
Notre Dame RC Comprehensive School

01752 775101

St Boniface’s RC Comprehensive College

01752 779051

Plymouth Diocese website:

www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk

The Cathedral, Plymouth

01752 662537

St Peter’s, Crownhill

01752 701660

Our Lady of the Assumption and St Magdalen, Tavistock
01822 612645
Cedar National Domestic Abuse helpline:
24 hour freephone

www.cedar.uk.net
0808 2000 247

Diocesan Safeguarding Office

01364 645430

Yelvercare
This is a Care Scheme with 120 volunteers providing practical help for
local people: transport to the surgery, hospital, shopping etc., occasional
company, luncheon club. Phone 07775 695864 Mon – Fri between 10
am & 1 pm.
Bereavement Counselling
Bereavement Counselling Service:
Website: www.bcsplymouth.co.uk

01752 349769

Bereavement Support Network:
Website: www.bereavementsupport.co.uk

0333 240 0343

Cruse: For help with emotional and practical problems
Tel: 01752 408 134
Website: www.cruse.org.uk
Samaritans:

01752 221 666
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Counselling directory:
Website: www.counselling-directory.org.uk
Retrouvaille
A lifeline for troubled marriages
Website: www.reetrouvaille.org.uk

07887 296983
07973 380443

The Art of Dying Well

www.artofdyingwell.org
A website that offers a helping hand to those grappling with issues around death and
dying. Based in the Catholic tradition but open to all, it features real-life stories about
dealing with the journey through death to eternal life.
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NB: All photographs used in this booklet have been taken and provided by Fr Louis with
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